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Webutuck Country Schoolhouse Association

PO Box 172

Amenia , New York 12501

OUR BEST SEASON - EVER

From the Arbor Day Celebrations
on April 19™ to the last visit of Autumn on
October 26™ it was the best season ever
at Indian Rock Schoolhouse.

The two crabapple trees, planted
by first graders over the last two Arbor
Days flourish in the schoolyard.

In our garden we grew some corn
(for the deer) and several pumpkins. The
marigolds, planted by the students at
Little Professors Day Care, provided a
colorful display.

More and more folks had the
opportunity to see our 1858 schoolhouse,
learn some local history, and have fun.

Every Sunday from July 9™ to
August 20™ there was a crowd at the
schoolhouse or under the new pichic
pavilion enjoying all kinds of activities from
hearing a concert to building a birdhouse.

Dear Readers...

Soon you will receive a
membership notice from W.C.S5.A. We have
gotten a little behind on our homework..but
we know you understand. Our members are
important to us and our new membership
chairman, Jenn Scully, will check the lists
carefully.

When you send in your renewal or new
membership, please be sure to give us your
e-mail address, so that you can have the
option of receiving an on-line newsletter
and notices of events and information.

If you have not been a member

Heidi Tallman shows us her milk
bottle bird feeder

previously, the membership form appears
on page 4. Join the fun!

W.C.S.A. is self supported with
no outside support other than grants
and the generosity of the community
and you. In the last 6 years we have
restored the 1858 Indian Rock
Schoolhouse, built a picnic pavilion for
classroom and event space, made a
garden, begun a “Summer Sunday”
program, greeted classes of children,
and hosted picnics and Community
Days.
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Honest Abe Lincoln
(Norm Cayea) first
ran for President in
1860. Our
schoolhouse was built
in 1858

Picnic and Community Day, 2006

On Saturday, September 30" ,
for the first time in the four years of
the annual Schoolhouse Picnic and
Community Day, the event was held on
the Indian Rock Schoolhouse grounds on
Mygatt Road in Amenia.

This year’s day-long affair
included a farmers’ market, childrens’
games and crafts, stories by volunteers
from the Amenia Library in the 1858
schoolhouse, and a Lions Club Chicken
Barbeque. Participating this year
were student groups including the

Webutuck Juniors and Freshmen and the
FFA, the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and
students from Maplebrook School.

Music was everywhere thanks to
Ed McGhee and Friends, Jim Devine and
Margaret O’Brien.

And the food...there were
cookies and cake and ice cream. There
was a bake sale, cider, donuts and hot
dogs.

From breakfast sandwiches to a chicken
dinner...some folks ate all day long!

The pie baking contest was a
huge success. The art work was great,
the bird houses unique, the vegetables
for sale delicious and information
fascinating.

The Schoolhouse Picnic has been
a memorable community gathering each
summer and this year was the best.




PROGRAMS Page 3 of 4

Summer Sundays July 9 - August 2

0

The idea behind the Summer Sundays
program was to open Indian Rock
Schoolhouse to families every weekend
during the summer. Everyone was
invited to bring a picnic lunch and
participate in a free crafts program,
see a special display or hear a concert.
With volunteer teachers and generous
sponsors, the program was a great
success and more is planned for
summer, 2007.

July 9 Helen Avakian concert

July 16 Make a milk jug
birdfeeder

July 23 Make and write with a
quill pen

July 30 Paper quilt squares

Aug. 6 Farm Life in olden times

August 13 Boy Scout Day

August 20 Build a Birdhouse

Sponsors: Maplebrook School, Fresh Town Amenia,
Bank of Millbrook Amenia, Tillystudio, Julian
Strauss, DVM, Amenia Fish & Game, Dill's Best
Building Center Amenia

TRUNK SHOWS

Memories of the late Kay Kane, one-
room schoolhouse teacher at the Leedsville
School, will be preserved through a memorial
fund established to provide trunk shows which
will travel to local schools, organizations and
Senior centers.

What is a Trunk Show? Nope, it has
nothing to do with elephants. It is a portable
exhibit about a certain topic that is packed up in
a trunk, with vintage items (slates, quill pens,
dunce caps, a school bell, a lunch pail, books and
lists of activities). Any group can borrow the
trunk, unpack it, and have a schoolhouse
experience right in their classroom or meeting
place. Tt means that more and more children &
adults will hear about our Indian Rock School.
And it means that Kay Kane will be remembered.

Kay, who died at age 93 in July was a
life member of the Schoolhouse Association and
one of the last of this ared's living one-room
school teachers. She had taught in the

Helen Avakian,
musician, poses
outside
schoolhouse with
her husband and
two fans

Leedsville School on Route 343 in Amenia from
1935 until it closed in 1943, later retiring from

teaching at Webutuck.

Mrs. Kane's reminiscences of her early

years as a country school teacher launched a
series of newspaper stories on the more than
twenty rural schools that served Amenia and
Northeast - today's Webutuck Central School
District. In Leedsville, Kay found herself in a
tiny schoolhouse, with a lack of books and
supplies, but it was a chapter in her life that
she loved.

Ginny Eschbach, one of Kay's
three surviving daughters, said, “Our
mother got a great deal of pleasure
from the restoration of the Indian
Rock School with the Association's
programs which look back at the old
days. She would be delighted with the
trunk shows!”



Indian Rock
Schoolhouse

W.C.S.A.
PO Box 172
Amenia, NY 12501

E-mail:
IndianRockschool
®@aol.com

It’s cool
to learn
about
history...it
fills you
in on the
stuff you
missed.

Indian Rock School
Mygatt Road

PO Box 172
Amenia, NY 12501

Membership

Name

Address

Town, State, ZIP

E-mail

__Classmate(Individual): yr./ $15
__Teacher's Pet: yr./$100

__Dick, Jane & Spot (Family): yr./ $25
__ Lifetime Learner: $500

Checks to:

W.C.S.A. Indian Rock School
PO Box 172

Amenia, NY 12501

Membership info -
Write to Jenn Scully at:
jscully@maplebrookschool.org
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