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PLANNING BOARD MEETING

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2010

 

 

 

PRESENT: Chairman Bill Flood

Tony Robustelli

Nina Peek

Peter Clair

 

Michael Hayes, Attorney

Michael Soyka, Consultant

 

ABSENT: James Walsh

Norm Fontaine

George Fenn

 

MOTION TO OPEN THE PLANNING BOARD MEETING FOR DECEMBER 2, 2010 was 

made by Tony Robustelli, seconded by Peter Clair

 

DiGrazia Timber Harvest Site Plan 9 Cascade Road

Amenia, NY

 

The Planning Board received a letter from consultant, Doug Ramey which Chairman Flood 

read to the Board.  Mr. Ramey did not have any major concerns.  His recommendations are as 

follows:

• The contractor notifies him by phone at the start of the project and again 3 days prior to 

completing the project. 

• Mr. Ramey will make inspections during the logging operation, final inspection and 

project completion, make any recommendations at that time and follow up with their 

completion.

• The Board will be provided with a final report stating that the project is complete and 

can be signed off.

Escrow has been paid.

 

Mr. Kowan presented the Chairman with a Full Environmental Assessment Form.  Because 

the project is over 10 acres this is considered a Type 1 action.  Ms. Peek asked about the 

approximate 30 acres of forested area presently if after completion will be less.  Mr. Kowan 

stated no as it is a selective timber harvest.  

 

 



MOTION TO ACCEPT THE FULL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FORM AND 

ADOPT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION was made by Tony Robustelli, seconded by 

Peter Clair

 

ALL IN FAVOR - MOTION CARRIED

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE SITE PLAN WITH RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY 

DOUG RAMEY was made by Tony Robustelli, seconded by Nina Peek

 

ALL IN FAVOR - MOTION CARRIED

 

PUBLIC HEARING

 

Continued:  Lippincott/Cawley Limited Development Tower Hill Road

2-Lot Subdivision Town of Amenia

 

MOTION TO OPEN THE CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING was made by Tony Robustelli, 

seconded by Nina Peek

 

Chairman Flood stated this was for discussion purposes only.  Michael Hayes stated there are 

two things before the Board:

 

1. Michael Soyka’s memo of November 17, 2010 covering his technical comments.

2. If the Planning Board concludes that Mr. Soyka’s technical comments have been 

satisfied, this does not automatically mean the Board is required to grant a waiver.  If the 

Board decides to grant a waiver, there may be conditions attached to that waiver.

 

Mike Soyka went over his November 17, 2010 memo.  (See Attached Letter)

1. Discuss the driveway portions of over 12%.  Recommend:  pave portions over 12%.

2. The Fire Department has accepted the driveway in the current condition.       

Recommend:  Because of weather conditions those steep sections be paved.  The 

driveway maintenance agreement - has been taken care of.

3. A question of 5,000 square feet of disturbance that occurred within the SPO district, 

how much was there for the original road vs. how much additional disturbance is there 

to create the driveway.  No answer tonight.  Defer to Dan Wheeler with mark ups on the 

drawings – this is an open issue.  Will the special use permit be a deterrent to the project 

or is more of a formality?   More work was done on the driveway July 19, 2007 when 

under the new zoning, a Site Plan approval was required.  The Site Plan was submitted in 

2009.    General Note 6 on Drawing S-2 was revised.

4. Copies of letters from the Highway Superintendent of July 31, 2006 and November 10, 

2010 will be provided by Mr. Wheeler Monday/Tuesday of next week.  

5. Looking at the profile, it appears the driveway slopes toward the road not away from the 

road.  Mr. Lippincott has improved the main road drainage and this is reflected on the 

new drawings.  

6. Mr. Wheeler is requesting relief of Chapter 105, Appendix C, part 1.2.  Relief is granted.

7. Chapter 105, Appendix C, part 1.8 –Title blocks have been changed.

 

 

 

 

 



 

8. Last is the compliance for storm water permit GP-0-10-001.  The Town is not a MS-

4 community; therefore, DEC has the authority to approve the Erosion Control Plan or 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan for all projects that require a Notice of Intent.  

Documents submitted state that 3.5 acres was disturbed with the driveway as well as the 

current house setting.  An Erosion Control Plan is needed, as a minimum.  If there are 

more than 5 acres of disturbance then a full SWPPP would be required.  Mr. Wheeler 

must submit a Notice of Intent and Erosion Control Plan to DEC as well as to the 

Building Department and to Mr. Soyka’s office.    

 

Michael Hayes asked about the slope at the foot of the driveway.  Mr. Wheeler stated that was in 

the plans Mr. Soyka had not yet seen.  

 

Dan Wheeler spoke to the Board regarding the paving of those areas in access of 12%:

1. The driveway has been in existence for over one freeze/thaw cycle.

2. The purpose of paving the driveway, is to prevent sediment from coming down and 

blocking or clogging any of the Town’s drainage facilities for the road.   This test has 

been passed with the heavy rain experienced in the last few months.

 

Mr. Wheeler brought out new drawings for the map of the driveway, showing the slopes that 

were over 12%.  Mr. Lippincott asked if the drive would need to be paved past the point where 

his daughter would build.  Michael Hayes stated it would be the Board’s call.  Chairman Flood 

said there were other projects before the Board with the steep slopes issue and Michael Hayes 

told the Board a precedent would apply only for similar circumstances:   a 2 lot sub-division on 

100 acres with a conservation easement and no further development vs. 20-1 ½  acre lots on 100 

acres.  The Board may grant a waiver with conditions. 

 

Mr. Wheeler then read a memo from Shawn Pratt, Attorney for Mr. Lippincott dated 

November 17, 2010.  (See Attached Memo) 

 

Chairman Flood had a concern of sliding down the driveway.   Mr. Soyka said the side of the 

road would still be gravel.  Mr. Lippincott stated they have placed boulders on the side of the 

road on the steepest part of the slope.  Tony Robustelli asked what happens if one of the parties 

moves.  Mr. Hayes stated the shared drive agreement goes with the land even if the land is sold.  

Ms. Peek asked short of paving what can the applicant do that is not cost prohibitive.  Mr. Soyka 

said oil and stone is less than paving however it is still expensive and must be maintained every 

year.  

 

A site visit was set up for Sunday 12/05/10 at 11 a.m. with Mr. Lippincott.  Those members of 

the Board not present will be notified.  

 

MOTION TO CONTINUE THE LIPPINCOTT/CAWLEY PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 

JANUARY 6, 2011 MEETING was made by Chairman Flood, seconded by Nina Peek

 

VOTE TAKEN - MOTION CARRIED

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

OTHER MATTERS:

 

Mary Ann Johnson is submitting a proposal to the Town Board to apply to become the Town’s 

consultant.  

 

Chairman Flood spoke with Mike Dignacco – Silo is working on the MOU for the Wastewater 

Treatment Plant.  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 4, 2010 was made by Chairman 

Flood, seconded by Peter Clair

 

VOTE TAKEN - MOTION CARRIED

 

MOTION TO CLOSE THE PLANNING BOARD MEETING was made by Tony Robustelli, 

seconded by Nina Peek

 

VOTE TAKEN - MOTION CARRIED

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

 

 

Susan M. Metcalfe

Planning Board Secretary

 
The foregoing represents unapproved minutes of the Town of Amenia Planning Board from a meeting held on 

December 2, 2010 and are not to be construed as the final official minutes until so approved.

_____X____Approved as read  01/06/11

__________Approved with:  deletions, corrections, and additions

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






