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TOWN BOARD MEETING 
August 18, 2005 – 5:30 PM 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Hundt at 5:35 p.m. 
 
Salute to the Flag was conducted. 
  
Emergency Exits were pointed out by the Supervisor. 
  
Roll Call: 

 Councilman Devine  Present (late) 
 Councilman Russell Present 
 Councilwoman Doyle Present 
 Councilman Carroll Present 

  Supervisor Hundt  Present 
 
ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Supervisor Hundt moved that the Board go into executive session to interview candidates for 
assistant bookkeeper and dance instructor. 

MOTION: C/Carroll   
SECOND: S/Hundt     
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - [absent]  

                  C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  
              S/Hundt    - AYE  

  MOTION CARRIED 4 to 0. 
 
RETURN TO REGULAR MEETING 
 At 7:15 the Board adjourned the executive session and returned to the regular meeting: 

MOTION: S/Hundt 
SECOND: C/Doyle     
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE  

                  C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  
              S/Hundt    - AYE  

  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
 
HIRE ACCOUNTING HELP FOR BUDGET PROCESS 

Supervisor Hundt suggested hiring an accountant to help with the budget process, to avoid the 
mistakes of last year.  Up to $1,000 could be paid for this service, using money that is in the budget under 
“budget officer”.  Supervisor Hundt said that she would give up this money (the supervisor is the budget 
officer for the town) in order to get some professional assistance with the budget.  She moved to hire 
Accounting Associates (Rae D’Achille) for the job: 
 

HIRE ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATES TO HELP WITH BUDGET PROCESS 
 MOTION: S/Hundt     

SECOND: C/Doyle     
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
              C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
 
ALLEN SAND & GRAVEL ACQUISITION 
 Councilwoman Doyle informed that Board that after 6 months, a real estate appraisal is no longer 
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valid.  Since the old appraisal on the property is over 6 months old, a new appraisal must be done.  This 
will cost about $1300. 
 
 The Allens will post a bond for $90,000 for DEC reclamation of the property.  The property is 
considered an ideal site for a wastewater treatment facility, according to Rich Rennia of Morris Associates.  
It is centrally located and low lying, so gravity could be used to move liquids. 
 
 Councilman Carroll expressed concern that the selling price for the property might be more than 
the appraised value.  Michael Hayes explained that the NYS Comptroller’s Office requires that the town get 
the best deal possible.  If the purchase price is higher than the appraisal, it does not automatically mean that 
the town did not fulfill their fiduciary duty; the town would have to explain why they paid more. 
 
 Upon questioning, Councilwoman Doyle said that the Allen’s were not interested in subdividing 
the property to sell a smaller parcel to the town.  They prefer to keep it as one parcel. 
 

AUTHORIZE $1300 FOR APPRAISAL OF ALLEN SAND & GRAVEL PROPERTY 
MOTION: S/Hundt     
SECOND: C/Russell   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
              C/Doyle    - AYE C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 

eFIND AN ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT TO DO THE PHASE II STUDY 
MOTION: C/Doyle     
SECOND: C/Russell   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - NO 
              C/Doyle    - AYE C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 4 to 1. 
 
 
WASSAIC LIGHT PROJECT 
 Stan Whitehead reported that the bids received were all way too high and the highway department 
would still have to be involved and do some of the work.  He estimates the cost for the 7 lights, electricity 
and materials to be about $18,000.  Michael Hayes informed the board that the bidding threshold was 
$20,000; if less than that, bids do not need to be gotten. 
 

REJECT BIDS FOR WASSAIC LIGHTS 
MOTION: C/Carroll   
SECOND: C/Devine    
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
              C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
 The board decided to continue with the project so long as the expense does not exceed $18,000. 
 

CONTINUE WASSAIC LIGHT PROJECT FOR MAX OF $18,000 
MOTION: C/Doyle     
SECOND: C/Carroll   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
             C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
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CDBG (COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT) FOR 2006 
 In order to apply for CDBG funding for next year, a public hearing must be held.  The time for the 
public hearing was set for Wednesday August 31 at 7:00 to allow enough time to meet the September 23 
CDBG deadline. 
 

AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEARING ON CDBG FOR 2006 
MOTION: C/Doyle     
SECOND: C/Carroll   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
              C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 
 Bobby Boyles, Gary Bonds and a committee have updated our Emergency Response Plan for the 
first time in many years. 
 

ADOPT EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 
MOTION: C/Carroll   
SECOND: C/Russell  
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
              C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
CREDIT CARD POLICY 
 Supervisor Hundt spoke to the town bank about a credit card for the town and a policy to govern 
its use.  The bank suggested a debit card (which should arrive within 10 days).  The usage policy will be: 

1. Only the supervisor can use the debit card. 
2. The debit card will be used only for items that cannot be paid for in another way. 
3. The debit card can be used only for town expenses. 
4. $3,000 max on any one item. 
5. The debit card will be locked up when not in use. 
6. The debit card statement will not be paid until vouchers and receipts are reviewed by the 

Town Board. 
 

ADOPT DEBIT CARD POLICY 
MOTION: S/Hundt     
SECOND: C/Carroll   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
             C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
 
TOWN HALL USE BY POLITICAL PARTIES - POLICY 
 Supervisor Hundt read the proposed “Rules for Meetings of Political Parties”:   

1. Any party will have equal access to meet in town hall. 
2. Town reserves the right to pre-empt meeting. 
3. A rent of $25 for four hours use must be paid in advance to the Town Clerk. 
4. Access and lock-up of building must be pre-arranged. 
5. Town hall room must be returned to its original state and cleanup must be done by the rental 

group. 
6. Prior permission should be sought for food or drink brought in. 
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ADOPT POLICY FOR USE OF TOWN HALL BY POLITICAL PARTIES 
MOTION: S/Hundt     
SECOND: C/Doyle 
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
              C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
 
COMMUNITY DAY PICNIC CLOSING OF MYGATT ROAD 
 

AUTHORIZE CLOSING MYGATT ROAD FOR COMMUNITY DAY PICNIC SEPT. 17 
MOTION: S/Hundt     
SECOND: C/Doyle 
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
              C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF MICHELLE LULL 
 Supervisor Hundt read the resignation letter from Michelle Lull effective September 9, 2005.  The 
Supervisor then read a letter from the Town Board thanking Michelle for her dedicated service to the town. 
 
PERMA – WORKERS’ COMPENSATION REPORT 
 Amenia has had only a couple workers’ comp claims in the last two years.  As a result, we have 
over 600 points. 
 
WATER DISTRICT – UPDATE ON WELLS 
 Gary Bonds said that the town must start planning for a new well which should be drilled this 
year.  The Dutchess County Health Department is concerned that if we lose another well in the next 6 
weeks, we will be in trouble.  One well is running 24 hours a day and well #4 is running 18-22 hours a day.  
Usage is still high and Gary asked people to conserve.  In related items, the generator has been repaired (at 
a cost of $2100), and two leaks will be fixed tomorrow, one on Broadway and one on Depot Hill.   
 
CAC – CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 Elizabeth Whaley gave the attached report. 
 
TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
 Lou Cesa reported that an ad hoc committee had been formed to update the town website: Ken 
Pomeisl, Fred Shakeshaft, and Lou Cesa.  Each town office will design their own contact information.   The 
calendar that is currently being used by the Recreation department can support other departments.  Other 
features of the new website include a Legal Notices page and printable forms. 
 
GIS PROBLEM 
 The GIS system has not been working recently.  Councilwoman Doyle mentioned that the VPN 
client may need to be reinstalled by OCIS (Office of Computer Information Systems).  If we get county 
OCIS to come out to fix it, the town will have to pay them.  As an alternative, Gary Bonds has a friend who 
charges $75 an hour for such work. 
 

AUTHORIZE FIXING GIS PROBLEM FOR MAX OF $500 
MOTION: C/Doyle     
SECOND: C/Russell 
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
              C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
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  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
RECREATION COMMISSION 
 Peter Clair reported: 

1. thanks to Lion’s Club for pouring slab. 
2. Volunteers needed to erect walls of dug-out. 
3. First of three Rec Commission public hearings was held on August 2. 
4. 1800 Rec surveys were sent out so far.  Dover area have not gone out yet. 
5. Tuesday September 6 at 7:00 is public hearing on Rec Master Plan. 
6. A sign is needed for Wassaic Park because people don’t know it is there. 
7. Wassaic Tag Sale was a success with fire department doing the concessions. 
8. Postage for the Rec surveys should not come from the Rec savings account. 

 
Supervisor Hundt then instructed Peter Clair that all money spent by the Recreation Commission 

should pass through the town books.  The case in point was a donation from the VFW that went directly 
to Pete McGaffrey.  When Peter Clair explained that extra money from the concession stand is used to 
buy trophies and other items, the Supervisor advised him that all this money should come through the 
town so that we will at least have a record of it.  Councilwoman Doyle added that the town has a 
procurement policy that also must be followed. 

 
WASTEWATER COMMITTEE  
 Darlene Reimer thanked the board for their follow-through on the Allen property and gave a brief 
report. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 

1. Christmas in April applications are available in town hall with a September 15 deadline. 
2. Town Revaluation – first notices have been sent out. 
3. Rail Trail parking lot at base of Powderhouse Road is ready for volunteers. 

 
TOWN BOARD REPORT 
 Councilman Carroll reported that we need a county permit for the new Rail Trail parking lot 
because it is located on county route 81.  The town will build a fence and pave 20 feet of entry and exit.  
We may be on state property for 5 feet.  If so, we will need a state (DOT) permit, cautioned Michael Hayes. 
 
TOWN CLERK REPORT 
 Town Clerk Gail Hermosilla gave the attached report. 
 
MINUTES 
 

APPROVE MINUTES OF 6/2/05, 6/16/05, 7/21/05, 8/11/05 
 MOTION: C/Russell   

SECOND: C/Carroll   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
              C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

       S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

1. Tom Werner spoke about the Rec surveys. 
2. Charlotte Murphy added her support for acquiring the Allen property. 
3. Dennis Rooney also spoke in favor of the Allen property acquisition noting that it is 

better to re-use land that has already been violated rather than destroy other pristine 
lands.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 The motion to adjourn was unanimous at 10:10 pm. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
______________________________ 
 
Gail Hermosilla, 
Amenia Town Clerk 
 
Approved by Town Board:  Dec. 15, 2005 
 

C:\Town Board\minutes\2005-08-18 TB mtg.doc, 12/19/05 
 
 

Town Clerk Monthly Status Report for July 2005 
August 18, 2005 

 
 
 
Regular Monthly Activity: 
 Dog licenses    10 
 Marriage licenses     9 
 Birth certificate copies      0 
 Death certificate copies     3 
 Zoning books sold     1 
 Miscellaneous copies  444 
 Transfer station permits    19 
 Transfer station coupon books 127 
 Burning permits issued    25 
 FOILs received       6 

Legal notices sent      1 
 Handicap parking permits     7 
 
Other activity 

1. Job applications.  We sent out the official announcements for three positions: 
constable, part-time bookkeeper, and dance instructor.  So far we have received 14 
applications for these positions. 

2. Recreation survey.  The Town Clerk’s office helped by providing extra copies of the 
survey.  We are also collecting the completed survey forms. 

  
Hunting Licenses 

Hunting licenses went on sale Monday August 15 and will be sold until October 1.  This 
year the DEC is adding 2 days at the beginning of the hunting season.  The season will start on 
Saturday November 19 (instead of Monday). 

 
In terms of doe licenses, there is no longer an application required for the DMP (Deer 

Management Permit).  You do not have to pre-register for a doe, it is done by lottery.  As usual, 
there is no charge for the doe permit. 
 
Voter Registration / Absentee  ballots 
 If anyone is in need of a Voter Registration form, it can be picked up at Town Hall.  In 
order to vote in the November election, you must register at least 25 days before Election Day 
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(November 8).  If you want to vote in the Primary Election on September 13, you must be 
registered by August 18. 
 

We also have application forms for Absentee Ballots.  We encourage young people who 
are going away to college to apply for an absentee ballot before they leave.  This also applies to 
anyone who may be out of town on Election Day, November 8. 
 
Saturday hours 

The Town Clerk Office will be open this Saturday August 20 (the third Saturday of the 
month).  As always, the office is open by appointment as needed. 
 
 
Thank you. 
[C:\Town Clerk\status reports, monthly\2005-08-18 Town Clerk Status Report.doc, 8/15/05] 
 
 
 

Conservation Advisory Council Report: Wed. Aug. 17, 2005 Meeting 
  
The CAC has many things to report this evening: (2 months of reports) 
  

1)     Wetlands Seminar:  Thursday, June 30, three CAC members, 
including myself, attended the wetlands seminar that was held at the 
Environmental Management Council (EMC) at the Farm and Home 
Center on Rte 44 in the town of Washington.  The evening was very 
informative and we learned many things such as: that wetlands are 
fed from above and below the surface of the ground so in essence 
they will never totally dry up nor will consistent mowing dry out a 
wetland either.  It was a basic wetlands refresher course and it was 
great for new members and anyone interested in learning about 
wetlands. 

2)     Discover Nature Walk & Scavenger Hunt:  Sunday, July 10, the CAC 
hosted a Discover Nature Walk & Scavenger Hunt  on the Harlem 
Valley Rail Trail.  We had a great time! People learned a lot.  We saw 
at least 2 dozen or more Painted Turtles and other turtle species in 
the wetlands.  Identified different plants, trees and birds and tasted 
the edible vegetation along the way.  We had a very nice write-up in 
the Millerton News by the reporter who took the walk with us. 

3)     Amenia Hills: The CAC has been closely following the Amenia Hills 
development project.  The CAC feels that several issues were not 
resolved regarding the FEIS and that we are following up within the 
SEQR process. 

4)     Biodiversity Assessment:  CAC chairman Dave Reagon is currently 
taking the Biodiversity Assessment short course given by Hudsonia, 
which runs from Tues. Aug. 16-Thurs. Aug. 18.  (24 hours of training 
in total).  The CAC is currently looking into doing a Biodiversity 
Assessment for the Town of Amenia that will last approximately 10 
months.  We feel that this will be a great plus for the town of Amenia 
as it will assess all of our natural resources and species and 
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compliment the Natural Resources Inventory that we recently 
previously updated. 

5)    Wetlands Survey:  The CAC is currently working on improving our 
survey of wetlands that we currently have for the town of Amenia.  
We have approximately 30 or so registered wetlands in the town of 
Amenia.  We are dividing up the wetlands among our members and 
we are each going out and assessing their conditions with visual 
inspections, photos and brief written reports.  We hope to have an 
educational wetlands display available soon to exhibit in the town 
hall. 

6)    Water Testing Kit:  We have purchased our water testing kit and the 
CAC hopes to start our water-testing program for the streams and 
wetlands in the town of Amenia very shortly.  This will give us an 
idea of the general health of these water bodies in our town. 

7)    Dutchess County Land Use Leadership Training and Certification: 
Saturday, October 15, 8:30am-4: 30pm. The Land Use Center of Pace 
Law School will conduct a program at the Farm & Home Center on 
Rte 44 designed to benefit Board members by developing and 
reinforcing local land use decision-making skills and by providing 
Board members with the tools they need to address regional land 
use issues of critical importance.  CAC members will be attending 
this training and we are urging members of the Town Board, 
Planning Board, and Zoning Board of Appeals to attend this training 
along with us.  This training will greatly benefit the town of Amenia. 

        8) Adopt-A-Highway Program:  The CAC is looking into Adopting-A-
            Highway in the Town of Amenia.  Our CAC members have 
participated in the town clean-ups over the past year and we thought what 
better way to continue that then by adopting a highway to help keep our 
town looking clean and inviting. 
 


