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TOWN BOARD MEETING 

December 15, 2005 - 7:00 PM 
 

 
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Hundt at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Salute to the Flag was conducted. 
  
Emergency Exits were pointed out by the Supervisor. 
  
Roll Call: 

 Councilman Devine  Present 
 Councilman Russell Present 
 Councilwoman Doyle Present 
 Councilman Carroll Present 

  Supervisor Hundt  Present 
 
CPIC (COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE) 
 Mark Doyle gave a status report which included a brief review of the 
process.  The committee is very close to presenting a new zoning ordinance and 
is looking for a late January date for a public workshop presentation.  
According to their schedule, the plan should be ready for Town Board approval by 
late summer. 
 
WASSAIC CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 Supervisor Hundt read the “Wassaic Citizen of the Year” plaque and 
presented it to Christine Ford. 

 
OLD AMENIA LANDFILL 
 Attorney Kimberlea Rae is working with DEC to put together a coalition, 
the “Amenia Landfill Group”, which will become the settlement group to keep 
Amenia out of court.  The attorney will give a report at a future meeting. 
 
ZBA (ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS) APPOINTMENT 

Eight people were interviewed to fill Harry Clark’s unexpired term on the 
ZBA.  The successful candidate was Judy Velletri:  

 
APPOINT JUDY VELLETRI TO ZBA FOR 2-YEAR TERM 

 MOTION: S/Hundt     
SECOND: C/Russell   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
            C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

      S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 

 
WASSAIC LIGHTS 
 Councilwoman Doyle read the resolution which transferred $16,500 from 
Contingency (A00-01-1900-400) to the Equipment line (A00-01-1620-200).  This 
amendment to an earlier resolution (passed on November 17, 2005) was needed 
because the lamps are a fixed asset. 
 

RESOLUTION #43 WASSAIC LIGHTS FUNDING AMENDMENT: MOVE $16,500 FROM 
CONTINGENCY TO EQUIPMENT 

 MOTION: C/Doyle     
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SECOND: C/Carroll   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
            C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

      S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 

 
CAPITAL RESERVE PROJECT FOR LIGHTING 
 Supervisor Hundt read the resolution which establishes a Capital Reserve 
Project and Capital Reserve Fund for historic lighting improvements in the 
hamlets of Wassaic and Amenia.  $6,500 from the Equipment line (A00-01-1620-200) 
will be set aside in a Capital Reserve Fund.  
 

RESOLUTION #39 CREATE CAPITAL RESERVE PROJECT AND FUND FOR HISTORIC 
LIGHTING IN WASSAIC AND AMENIA 

 MOTION: S/Hundt     
SECOND: C/Carroll   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
            C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

      S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 

 
WORKER’S COMPENSATION 
 Supervisor Hundt read the resolution which transfers $4,299 from 
Contingency (A00-01-1900-430) to Worker’s Compensation (A00-01-1900-450) as 
recommended by the town’s budget officer. 
 

RESOLUTION #40 WORKER’S COMPENSATION: AUTHORIZE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FROM 
CONTINGENCY 

 MOTION: S/Hundt     
SECOND: C/Doyle     
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
            C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

      S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 

 
HIGHWAY BUDGET TRANSFER 
 Supervisor Hundt read the resolution which transfers $15,000 from the Salt 
Shed line (DA0-04-5112-400) to Highway Personal Services (DA0-04-5110-100).  
This transfer was necessitated by the unanticipated overtime hours resulting 
from the flooding between October 8 and 14. 
 

RESOLUTION #41 HIGHWAY BUDGET TRANSFER TO COVER OVERTIME RESULTING FROM 
FLOODING 

 MOTION: S/Hundt     
SECOND: C/Carroll   
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
            C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

      S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 

 
MECHANIC STREET SIDEWALK PROJECT 
 Supervisor Hundt read the resolution which takes the remaining funds 
($4,700) in the Community Development line (A00-8676-400) and sets them aside in 
the Capital Reserve Fund for Mechanic Street sidewalks (A00-09-0000-90) in the 
2006 budget. 
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RESOLUTION #42 MECHANIC STREET SIDEWALK PROJECT: ADD MONEY TO CAPITAL 
RESERVE FUND 
MOTION: S/Hundt     
SECOND: C/Doyle     
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
            C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

      S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 

 
LAND ACQUISITION: NEAR TOWN GARAGE 
 Supervisor Hundt reported that a little piece of land near the town garage 
is for sale and that an appraiser has been hired.  The town has free and clear 
access to the parcel which may be just big enough for a salt shed.  The 
appraisal is due in one month. 
 
QUALITY COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION 
 Councilwoman Doyle explained the Quality Community Grant which looks for 
strong public input.  If we don’t get the money for CPIC, it may be useful for 
other projects.  In 2004, Amenia got two grants for $20,000 for CPIC. 
 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 Supervisor Hundt read the report which included mention that the highway 
department is short-staffed as employees are taking vacations they could not 
take in October due to the flooding. 
 
WATER DISTRICT REPORT 
 Gary Bonds reported that well #4A had been drilled 200 feet down and they 
have water.  Next a 72-hour pump test is required to monitor both wells.  A lot 
of water will be pumped and spilled during the test.  This pump test will cost 
about $13,000 to $15,000, in addition to the $11,200 that has been spent so far.  
The new well is 75 feet away from well #4 and probably will not be online until 
spring. 
 Regarding the Syms Amenia Hills development, John Lazaroni is writing a 
letter stating the town’s position which focuses on a new water tank or a new 
pump station. 
 In other matters, FOILS have been answered and all reports are up-to-date 
for year-end.  Two wells are running full time every day – we may have some 
leaks in the system.  However, to hire someone to look for leaks would cost 
$1,000 a day. 
  
WASTEWATER COMMITTEE 
 Darlene Reimer read the end of year report which included goals for 2006: 

• finalize wastewater district boundaries; 
• locate site for constructed wetlands; 
• move forward with a wastewater treatment proposal that is affordable 

and sustainable. 
 
AUTHORIZE BOOKKEEPER TO PAY BILLS 
 Councilwoman Doyle stated that a resolution was needed to have the 
bookkeeper pay bills through the end of December: 
 

AUTHORIZE BOOKKEEPER TO PAY BILLS THROUGH THE END OF THE YEAR 
MOTION: C/Doyle     
SECOND: C/Devine    
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 



 
Amenia Town Board 

 
December 15, 2005 

 
Page 4 of 6 

 

 

            C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  
      S/Hundt    - AYE  

  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 

SUPERVISOR REPORT 
1. Re-org meeting is set for Friday January 6, 2006. 
2. Some committees need members. 

 
TOWN BOARD REPORT 
 Councilwoman Doyle reported: 

1. ZBA appointment is needed to replace E. John Quinn who served for ten 
years. 

2. IES (Institute for Ecosystem Studies) held a lecture on the 
environmental effects of salting on roads.  While there is an alarming 
trend of increased salinity as paved areas increase, there is no good 
affordable alternative to salt. 

 
Councilman Carroll reported that balloon tests were done at Silo Ridge for 
their proposed development including building in the “loop lot” on 
Delavergne Hill.  This is one of the most beautiful places in Amenia. 

 
TOWN CLERK REPORT 
 Gail Hermosilla presented the Town Clerk Monthly Status Report (attached).  
 
MINUTES 

APPROVE MINUTES OF TOWN BOARD MEETINGS ON 8/13/05, 8/23/05, 11/17/05, AND 
11/21/05 

 MOTION: C/Devine    
SECOND: S/Hundt     
ROLL CALL:  C/Carroll  - AYE  C/Devine   - AYE 
            C/Doyle    - AYE  C/Russell  - AYE  

      S/Hundt    - AYE  
  MOTION CARRIED 5 to 0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

1. Tonia Shoumatoff, Tenmile River Watershed Coordinator, read a statement 
about river buffers.  The Town of Amenia has only a 50-foot ‘no build’ 
buffer along the river.  Kent and Sharon, Connecticut have 100-foot 
buffers and New Milford has a 200-foot regulated area. 

 
How close is the Amenia salt shed to the Wassaic Creek?  The Millerton 
salt shed is too close and salt is leaching into the river.  Could sand 
be used instead of salt? 
 

2. Sharon Kroeger, Executive Director of Wassaic Historical Agricultural 
Crossroads, Inc. (WHACI), noted that they are trying to find a buyer 
for Maxon Mills who would reuse the building.  She then read a prepared 
resolution asking the town to postpone any direct court action against 
WHACI for at least three months.  The rationale for this request is 
that if WHACI (as a result of threatened court action) should give up 
stewardship of Maxon Mills, then the Town of Amenia would be 
responsible for the mill’s upkeep or demolition.  Either alternative 
would cost the taxpayers a lot of money. 

 
SUPERVISOR’S STATEMENT 
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 As this was her final Town Board meeting as Supervisor, Supervisor Hundt 
read a prepared statement outlining her goals and accomplishments as supervisor.  
She concluded by stating that public service is an honor and Amenia is moving 
forward to a bright future. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 The motion to adjourn was approved unanimously at 8:50 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
______________________________ 
 
Gail Hermosilla, 
Amenia Town Clerk 
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Town Clerk Monthly Status Report for November 2005 
December 15, 2005 

 
Regular Monthly Activity: 
 Dog licenses      1 
 Marriage licenses     0 
 Marriage certified copies    0 
 Birth certificate copies      0 
 Death certificate copies     3 
 Zoning books sold     5 
 Miscellaneous copies    27 
 Transfer station permits    13 
 Bulk permits sold    14 
 Transfer station coupon books 133 
 Burning permits issued    49 
 FOILs received       9 

Legal notices/public hearing sent    0       
 Handicap parking permits      5 
 Bids advertised        0  
 Documents notarized       11 
 
As a result of this activity, we gave the Supervisor $ 3,504.58 for last month. 
 
Other activity 

1. The Town Clerk office has received 15 applications for the various positions that are open on 
the staff, Boards, and Commissions. 

2. Patty Barron and I attended the county Tax Collectors Association meeting last week.  Not only 
did we get an update on recent changes, but we also learned several new techniques that will 
help to streamline our operation and make it more efficient.  As a friendly reminder, the property 
tax bills will be mailed out in the middle of January with a February 28 due date. 

 
Mobile home park permits 
 Annual permit renewal letters were sent out the first week of December to the park owners.  This 
year an inspection is needed before the permit will be issued.  The letter gave instructions to call the building 
department to set up an appointment for the inspection, which is free of charge. 
  

 
Thank you. 
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